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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
2021 Juneteenth Edition!

Commentary: The Supreme Court can no longer 
ignore the Second Amendment ... from sports page 1 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
Annual Juneteenth  

Special Edition. 
 

 Email photos, calendar 
events, news to: 

MSTnews@prodigy.net 
*** 

 To advertise, email to  
MSTbusiness 
@prodigy.net

 
 To punish Coke for its 
punishment of Black-
Owned Businesses in 

Atlanta, we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

 
 Drink Pepsi!  

PACIFIC OCEAN (April 24, 2021) - Electronics Technician 1st Class Kelisha Ruise, from 
Memphis, Tenn., writes in the deck log aboard Independence-variant littoral combat ship 
USS Charleston (LCS 18). Charleston is currently operating in U.S. 3rd Fleet. Ruise and 
other members of the U.S. Navy continue their duties to protect this nation with utmost 
dedication.  (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Adam Butler)                                                                                          

JACKSON, TN--- Commis-
sioner Jeff Long of the Tennessee 
Department of Safety and Home-
land Security and Colonel Matt 
Perry of the Tennessee Highway 
Patrol (THP) announced the 
opening of the new THP Jackson 
district headquarters at 336 
Smith Lane, Jackson, Tennessee 
38301. The department broke 
ground on the new headquarters 
on November 26, 2018. This is 
the first new THP headquarters 
since the opening of the THP Fall 
Branch district headquarters in 
1982. 
 "We would not be standing here 
today if it were not for the vision, 
hard work, dedication, planning 
and persistence of several people 
and agencies," said Commis-
sioner Jeff Long. "I want to 
thank and recognize the Tennes-
see Department of General Serv-
ices, the architects, contractors 
and McKellar-Sipes Regional 
Airport. We are proud of our new 
home and thank you for your 
hard work and generosity for 
seeing this project through. 
Lastly, I want to thank former 
Governor Bill Haslam, Governor 
Bill Lee, and the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly. This is a beautiful 
building that will serve the Ten-
nessee Highway Patrol and the 

The Museum of 20th Century 
Warfare at Fort Harrison State 
Park will host a “Soldiers 
Through Time” re-enactment 
event on May 1 and 2 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 The event will feature exhibits, 
uniforms, and weapons used in 
different eras of warfare, from 
ancient Greek weaponry to items 
used in Vietnam. Self-guided 
tours will be offered, including a 
walkthrough of a WWI-style 
trench. Visitors will be able to 
speak with living historians about 
the era they represent. Parking for 
the event is in the Camp Glenn 
area near the museum and saddle 
barn. In the case of inclement 
weather, the re-enactors will dis-
play their items inside the recrea-
tion buildings located in Camp 
Glenn. 
 The re-enactors are volunteer 
military historians who work to 
bring history to life. The Museum 
of 20th Century Warfare is a vol-
unteer-run, non-profit museum 
whose mission is to honor vet-
erans through service and educa-
tion with integrity. The museum 
has a schedule of military events 
at Fort Harrison State Park 
throughout the year. 
 The program is a free event, but 
the normal DNR entrance fee 
applies. For more information, 
please contact the park Visitor 
Center at 317-591-0122 from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Fort Harrison 
State Park (on.IN.gov/fortharri-
son) is at 6000 N. Post Road, In-
dianapolis, 46216. 

Indiana Fort 
Harrison SP hosts 
‘Soldiers through 

Time’ event

arms, particularly the right to 
“bear arms” outside the home. 
 When arguments begin, all the 
judges in lower courts will be 
paying close attention. 
 No matter what the outcome, 
any SCOTUS decision on this 
question will impact existing and 
future rulings at all levels, espe-
cially when it comes to the “rea-
sonableness” of restrictive gun 
laws. 
 Second Amendment groups are 
excited at finally getting another 
case reviewed by the high court. 
 Not since McDonald v. Chicago 
in 2010 has the Court agreed to 
hear a Second Amendment case. 
In the ten-plus years since 
McDonald, inconsistent lower 
court rulings have essentially 
made a joke of both the landmark 
McDonald and Heller rulings. 
 Both were significant, but a lack 
of clarity on subordinate issues 
left the lower courts free to offer 
all manner of interpretations of 
laws, primarily by applying dif-
ferent levels of scrutiny. 
 In the law, there are three com-

mon levels of scrutiny: Rational-
basis, Intermediate Scrutiny, and 
Strict Scrutiny. And the differ-
ences are significant, especially 
if you’re a local or state govern-
ment that opposes private fire-
arm ownership. 
 When applying Intermediate or 
Strict scrutiny, the burden of 
proof falls on the state. The state 
has to prove that their “interest” 
is so compelling as to overcome 
the right or observance of the 
principal. In Rational-basis, it is 
the citizens’ burden to prove the 
law unreasonable. 
 Not all appellate courts have ap-
plied higher standards of scrutiny 
when it comes to the Second 
Amendment, arguing the com-
pelling public good overruled the 
individual. 
 Should New York fail to make 
the argument their restrictions 
for legally carrying firearms out-
side the home are fact-based 
rather than unreasonable restric-
tions on the Second Amendment, 
their onerous regulations will be 
tossed by the Supreme Court. 
 Should that happen, a host of 
similar restrictions nationwide 
will be facing legal challenges 
based on that same level of scru-
tiny. 
 “The Second Amendment pro-
tects an individual right to not 
only keep arms, but to bear 
them,” says the Second Amend-

ment Foundation’s Alan Gottlieb. 
“SAF has several right-to-carry 
cases filed which include chal-
lenges to restrictive laws in New 
Jersey, Maryland and New York 
City. A favorable ruling in this 
case will almost certainly impact 
those and other cases. 
“The entire gun rights com-
munity has waited for many 
years for this news,” he added. 
“A right that exists only in one’s 
home is not a right at all. We do 
not limit the right of free speech, 
or freedom of the press, or the 
practice of one’s religion, or the 
right to legal counsel just to 
someone’s residence. And ulti-
mately, that’s what we’re talking 
about, constitutionally-protected 
fundamental rights.” 
 Gottlieb also acknowledges the 
addition of Justice Barrett as key 
to the case being granted a hear-
ing. He’s hoping her addition will 
end the avoidance of Second 
Amendment cases that caused 
Justice Clarence Thomas to de-
scribe the Second Amendment as 
a “constitutional orphan.” 
 The Firearms Policy Coalition’s 
Senior Director of Legal Opera-
tions Adam Kraut called the deci-
sion “an encouraging sign that it 
may begin to address the scope of 
the right to bear arms outside the 
home, as well as the mode of 
analysis that lower courts should 
apply when reviewing Second 

No matter what the out-
come, any SCOTUS deci-
sion on this question will 
impact existing and future 
rulings at all levels, espe-
cially when it comes to the 
“reasonableness” of re-
strictive gun laws. 

NASHVILLE--- The Tennessee 
Department of Safety and Home-
land Security has been notified 
that the federal implementation 
date of REAL ID has been ex-
tended by an additional 19 
months, from October 1, 2021 to 
May 3, 2023.  Secretary of 
Homeland Security (DHS) Ale-
jandro N. Mayorkas made the an-
nouncement due to 
circumstances resulting from the 

Amendment cases.” 
 “Hopefully, the Supreme Court 
will us this opportunity to make 
plain that the Second Amend-
ment is not a second-class right 
limited to one’s home,” says the 
National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation’s Larry Keane, adding it 
should “instruct the lower fed-
eral courts that they are not to 
engage in an interest balancing 
test expressly rejected in Heller.” 
 If that is what happens, lower 
courts will be compelled to apply 
the same level of scrutiny ap-
plied in the Heller case or risk 
being overturned on appeal. 
Should that happen, Keene ex-
plained, it would reinforce the 
Second Amendment’s protect-
ing, not restricting the right, “to 
‘bear arms’ in public for self de-
fense and other lawful pur-
poses.” 
 The stakes on this one are high. 
And, as always, we’ll keep you 
posted. 

Electronics Technician 1st Class Kelisha Ruise 
takes care of deck log aboard USS Charleston

community well for years to 
come," added Commissioner 
Long. 
 The new THP Jackson head-
quarters will replace the previous 
building located on Vann drive, 
which originally opened in 1967, 
and has served the Jackson com-
munity well over the past 54 
years.  However, as the role of the 
state troopers and their service to 
their community has evolved, the 
previous headquarters was not 
providing the capacity or the ef-
ficiency that is required to ensure 
the Highway Patrol is serving the 
community to the highest stan-
dards. 
"The Department selected this 
particular property for its new 
district headquarters location be-
cause it was the best-suited to ac-
commodate executive 
leadership's strategic plan for fu-
ture goals and initiatives," said 
Colonel Matt Perry. "This loca-
tion provides quick access to In-
terstate 40, which is highly 
beneficial to the THP, in terms of 
maintaining a close working rela-
tionship with our partners in law 
enforcement and TDOT in the 
Madison County area. Also, from 
a practical standpoint, the new lo-
cation will allow troopers to 

Please see sports page 4

TN Highway Patrol opens new 
Jackson district headquarters

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

TN Homeland Security extends REAL ID by 19 months
ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. For more information 
on today’s extension announce-
ment, please visit, 
h t tps : / /www.dhs .gov/ rea l -
id/news/2021/04/27/dhs-an-
nounces-extension-real-id-full-e
nforcement-deadline. 
 Beginning May 3, 2023, anyone 
boarding a U.S. commercial 
flight, entering a nuclear facility 
or certain federal buildings must 

have a REAL ID compliant li-
cense or acceptable identification 
such as a valid United States 
passport or military ID to gain 
entry. Tennesseans can find more 
information about REAL ID at 
www.tnrealid.gov or 
www.dhs.gov/real-id. 
 The Tennessee Department of 
Safety and Homeland Security’s 
mission is to serve, secure, and 
protect the people of Tennessee. 


